
Dear Parents and Carers

This week our stories are based around the theme of water.

Stories
I have uploaded the following stories to the Home Learning Section of our 
website:
‘Who Sank the Boat?’ By Pamela Allen.  
‘Shark in the Park!’ By Nick Sharratt.  This story rhymes.  It encourages 
children to listen to and begin to recognise rhymes which is important for Early 
Literacy.  
‘Come away from the water, Shirley’ By John Birmingham.  This story is all 
about using our imagination.

Understanding the World
Floating and Sinking

Using a bowl of water help your child to investigate things that float and 
sink.  It might be helpful to watch the BBC series Kit & Pup - Series 1: 
7. Floating and Sinking which explains these terms clearly.  Here’s a 
link to the episode on BBC iPlayer:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bc29rr/kit-pup-series-1-7-
floating-and-sinking

In the episode the children experiment with a piece of plasticine. When 
plasticine is rolled into a ball and put in water it sinks.  When it is 
shaped like a boat it floats.  This might be a fun activity for your child to 
try out.  At this stage children do not need to know why things float, we 
are looking at more the observational skills and also the ability to group 
objects according to whether they float or sink.  It is important to note 

that not all heavy objects sink, ships are very heavy and yet they float!

Numeracy

Counting
Things you will need:  Tin foil, pennies, a bowl, water.
The aim of this activity is to find out how many pennies your boat can 
hold before it sinks.  Help your child to make a tin foil boat.  If the boat 
is fairly small you may want to count as you place the pennies inside 
the boat.  If the boat looks like it might hold a large amount of pennies, 
put the pennies in first and then count them after the boat has sunk.  If 
you are going to count the pennies afterwards there are two ways of 
doing this.  One way is to put the pennies in a straight line first and 
then count each one in turn whilst pointing to them one at a time.  The 
second way is to move the pennies from the starting pile to another 
pile as you count.  

Counting
Board games are great for practising turn taking and for maths skills.  
Counting the spots on a die helps children with subtilising (quick recognition 
of amounts without counting).  Using a number die helps children to improve 
their recognition of the numerals 1 to 6.  Counting on an amount from the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bc29rr/kit-pup-series-1-7-floating-and-sinking
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bc29rr/kit-pup-series-1-7-floating-and-sinking


next square also helps children’s understanding of counting on.

Literacy
Map making
In the story ‘Come away from the water, Shirley’, Shirley encounters some pirates.  Encourage 
your child to make a treasure map.  What features can they add to their map?  Think of 
interesting names for these features e.g. the swamp of doom, the mountains of mayhem, 
crocodile river etc.  Talk about how treasure is marked on the map with an ‘x’.

Expressive Arts
Build a Boat

Build a boat out of things you might find in your junk modelling.  Talk 
about the features of the boat such as the sail, mast and anchor.  
Alternatively help your child to make an origami paper boat!

Action Songs
Row, row, row your boat gently down the stream.
Row row row your boat,

Gently down the stream,

Merrily merrily merrily merrily,

Life is such a dream.


Row row row your boat,

Gently down the stream,

If you see a crocodile,

Don’t forget to scream!


Rock, rock, rock your boat,

Gently to the river,

If you see a polar bear,

Don’t forget to shiver!


Row, row, row your boat,

Gently out to sea,

If you see an octopus,

Give him a wave from me!


5 Little Fishies Swimming in the sea 
This is a counting song.  




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ijnkn--2Sos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ijnkn--2Sos




And just for fun … Baby Shark.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w

