Rowdown Primary Newsletter

Head of School News
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our new look newsletter which will be coming out each half term. We hope you enjoy the new format which gives
you a real insight as to what we have been up to, as well as photographs of the staff and children in action!
As you can see from the length of this term’s newsletter, we have had a busy and productive first few weeks back. Children
have made an excellent start in their new classes and have been finding out more about the performer their class is named
after. Teachers have produced some fantastic display work about each of these inspirational people. We have enjoyed themed
weeks such as Outdoor Learning and Healthy Eating weeks and, already, there have been a range of trips and visitors, including
our local MP, who met with our school council members.
We were saddened to hear of the Queen’s passing and marked the event with an assembly. Staff and children also added
contributions to a Memory Book. We have attached some photographs for you to see the beautiful entries and the book is
now displayed in Croydon Town Hall along with the books from other Croydon schools.
It’s good to see so many of the children looking smart in full school uniform. Thank you for your support with this and please
keep this up. We will be holding regular pre-loved uniform sales throughout the year but we also have our pre-loved uniform
shop open selling many items at just 50p each. This is open Monday-Wednesday but should you need uniform outside of
these times, please speak to a member of the inclusion team.
I have already written to you to inform you that improving attendance is one of our whole school priorities this year. Our
attendance has fallen below 95% over the last few years, which is below the government guidelines, so we are keen to get this
up. As well as attendance, our other school priorities include:
Improving children’s writing
Outdoor Learning
Speaking and Performance skills
Recall of Prior Knowledge
It was great to see so many of you in school this week for parents’ evening appointments. I hope you found the sessions useful
and are pleased with how your child has started into their new class.
Unfortunately we are saying goodbye to Mrs Hartnup at half term. Mrs Hartnup has been a real asset to the support staff
team since 2018 and leaves us to train as a teacher in a local school. We wish her all the best with this new adventure.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to remind you we break up for half term On Friday 14 th October for a 2 week holiday.
Children return to school on Monday 31st October.

Miss Johnson
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October
12th
13th
14th
31st

Harvest Assembly
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
Break up for Half Term. This is a 2-week holiday.
Mufti Day
Return to school
DT Week

November
10th
11th
14th
16th
22nd
25th

Year 3 trip to Natural History Museum
2.45pm 6 Woodson Class assembly
Odd socks day
Maths Week
Be Bright, Be Seen (mufti day)
Trip to Blacklands Farm (invited children only)
2.45pm 6 Radcliffe Class assembly

December
5th
9th
12th
14th
16th

Nasal flu vaccinations
Theatre Production Alice in Wonderland
No clubs this week
Year 3 Dance performance to parents
Break up for Christmas 1.30pm
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We had an ‘Outdoor Learning week’ this month, when all the
children had an opportunity to take their learning outside!

In Year 3, the children were learning
about the different sizes of dinosaurs,
what they ate, how they lived and then
searched for ‘fossils.’

In Reception, The children had different
stations where they used a range of
resources to apply mathematical skills.
They used natural resources to count and
represent number, went on a shape hunt,
then discussed different
ways to sort the shapes
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In Year 4 the children learnt about Zen
gardens and why Buddhists create them.
They then created their own Zen gardens
using sand, pebbles, shells and other
natural resources. The children tried to
include the 8 features of a Zen garden
which are: bridges, islands, plants, sand,
stones, trees, water and waterfalls.

In Year 5 the children
analysed cloud
formations. Using their
imagination, they
created a descriptive
passage and a
complementing image.
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In Nursery, the children were counting stones
and matching them to the correct numeral.
Throwing bean bags into a bucket and counting
them.
Mark making and talking about the shapes of the
line that they are using.

In Year 6, the children
played a factors game.
Children were given a
number and had to stand in
a hula hoop with a group
the size of a factor of that
number.

They also played a square
numbers game. Children ran to the
cone which had the answer for a
square number question.
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In Year 2 the children chose to
build London landmarks using
stones, sticks, grass and other
material they could find
outside.

In Year 1, they took their
reading session outside.

They also went on a
visit to Rowdown
Woods.
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Last week the children participated in activities that developed their understanding of
healthy eating and of healthy food choices. Activities included staying hydrated and trying
different sources of protein such as beans and pulses. Thank you to all the parents and
carers who contributed tins of beans and pulses or salad items so the children could make a
healthy bean salad. On Wednesday afternoon it was off to the field to take part in a
mini-marathon! Later in the week, the children built their own healthy snack to try. The
week was brought to a close on Friday with a Healthy Eating Fair. The fair raised a
whopping £168. The money raised will be used for further Healthy Schools and Wellbeing
Activities across the year. The children really enjoyed the week and we are looking forward
to the next one.
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Year 6 created a class poem in
memory of her Majesty.
Year 5 remembered Queen
Elizabeth and wrote their thanks on
marmalade sandwiches.
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Year 4 created
stamps showing HM
The Queen.

Year 1 created
pictures of the Queen.

Year 2 wrote their thanks
and coloured in a
picture of Her Majesty.
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Year 3 wrote a
poem for the
Queen.
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Thursday September 22nd was Anglo Saxon Day in Year 4. The children took
part in a brilliant workshop run by a theatre group where they recreated life
in an Anglo Saxon village as well as re-enacting the ancient legend of
Beowulf. Back in class we did some more research on Anglo Saxon
settlements and children used their ICT skill to produce some fact sheets.
They also experienced the more practical side of Anglo Saxon life by doing
some weaving and baking
some delicious honey cakes.
We all had a fantastic day!

Support organisations for families requiring additional food/financial support
Please see the links below if you are struggling to access food, pay bills and manage finances.
Citizen’s Advice Croydon
Offer a range of services such as helping to maximise income, review welfare/benefits and refer to other local support services.
https://www.citizensadvicecroydon.org/
Tel: 0800 144 88 48
Croydon Voluntary Action
Well-connected and knowledgeable about support in the local community, around Croydon.
Have access to information about food support schemes as well as other support on a very
local (post code) level.
https://cvalive.org.uk/contact-us/

Main Switch Board: 020 8253 7060
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Picture above: The local MP came to
visit the school and our School Council
Picture Right: Harvest Festival display at
our assembly

Bottom Pictures: Yr2 visit to The Tower
of London
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Stevie Wonder is an American musician, singer, and songwriter. He
is considered to be one of the most creative musical performers of
the 20th century. Blind from birth, he was a child star and became
a skilled musician by the age of 8. He won an Oscar in 1985 for the
soundtrack to the film, ‘Woman in Red.’
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